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THE GOVERNMENT VERSUS FRED HAMPTON 
AND THE PEOPLE -- AN EXAMPLE OF CONTRADICTIONS 



I. THE JURY 

Although It is said that every de- 
fendant has a right to a trial by 
a jury of his peers, Fred Hamp- 
ton was tried by a jury which was 
selected from a list including few 
poor black young people; even the 
blacks on the list were for the 
most part thrown out by the State’s 
Attorney. 

Although a defendant is supposed 
to have the right to dismiss jurors 
who are prejudiced against him t 
Fred Hampton was allowed to probe 
for prejudice only by asking po- 
tential jurors questions in the pre- 
sence of each other, so that each 
juror quickly learned from the an- 
swers of prior jurors what was the 
acceptable answer to questions on 
prejudice. 

II. THE TESTIMONY 

Although witnesses are not sup- 
posed to be allowed to unduly in- 
flame the passion and sympathy of 
the jurors, the ice cream man who • 
testified against Fred Hampton was 
allowed to testify In an army uni- . 
form. 

Although jurors, in judging the 
credibility of witnesses, are to take 
into account the content and manner 
of the witness’ testimony, the jury 
that tried Fred Hampton Ignored 
the many inconsistencies and "I 
don?t know” answers ..of the ice 
cream man. 

Although police officers are 
public officials whose duty is to 
protect the innocent by thorough 
investigations of cases and truth- 
ful testimony in court, Officer 
Duffy who testified against Fred 
Hampton, has a long record of 
personal vendettas and many 
harassments against Fred Hamp- 


ton; and Officer Duffy committed 
perjury during the sentencing 
hearing on Fred Hampton, thus fur- 
ther destroying the cr dibility of 
his testimony. 

Although the ice cream man was 
sworn to tell the truth, he testi- 
fied that Fred Hampton simultane- 
ously ‘stomped on his chest and 
tried to choke him, a physical im- 
possibility; and he also testified 
that when he pointed out Fred 
Hampton as the offender, Fred 
Hampton was wearing a shirt with 


a foot print of the ice cream man 
i on it, but that shirt and foot print 
were never introduced into evi- 
dence. 

IH. 'THE JUDGE: ; . 

Although Judge Sidney A. Jones,' 
Jr.' is under oath, to uphold his 
constitutional duty to be fair and 
Impartial during a trial and to 
disqualify himself if he Is unable 
to be fair and impartial, he tried 
Fred Hampton at a time when the 


judge’s job was at stake because 
of the judge’s finding not guilty a 
hoodlum who bad run over a child. 

Although Judge Jones took res- 
ponsibility for his. decision inthe- 
. child death case, hei stated that he 
could take no responsibility for 
granting bail for Fred Hampton, 
who was accused not of killing 
children, but ol taking ice cream 
bars for them. 

IV THE LEGAL SYSTEM 


Although justice is, in legal 
theory, based upon the truth, Fred 
Hampton’s trial illustrates how it 
is in fact based upon' the stories 
of the State’s witnesses, who can 
easily be taught to tell the stories 
so as to make it impossible for 
the defense to prove incomplete- 
ness, inaccuracies and lies. 

Although the State has at its com- 
mand immense investigative and 
lawyer resources, Fred Hampton 
had only himself and an attorney' 
who' agreed to represent him for 
fee. 

Although the real issue in Fred 
Hampton’s trial was the racism of 
the Jc® cream man,' the police and 
the jury, the legal system pre- 
cludes the raising of these issues | 
by strict rules of relevancy and 
stringent limits on what consti- 
tutes proof.. 

Although Americans admire 
such legendary figures as Robin 
Hood, the criminal law penalizes 
severely even those, such as Fred 
Hampton, who are accused, tried 
and convlctedwithoutproofofbeing 
Robin Hoods. 

Although the legal system is the- 
oretically neutral about a person’s 
politics (e.g. a person cannot be 
held to answer in court about his 
ballots), Fred Hampton was tried, 
convicted and sentenced solely be- 
cause of his politics and most es- 
pecially because of his efforts to 
build power among poor people 
which is a threat to those who con- 
trol the legal system (i.e.. Mayor 
Daley, who effectively appoints and 
fires judges, prosecutors, and 
police officers). 

Although the legal' system is the- 
oretically neutral about a person’s 
politics (e.g. a person cannot be 
held to answer in court about bis 
ballots), Fred Hampton was tried, 
convicted and sentenced solely be- 
cause of his politics and most es- 
pecially because of his efforts to 
build - power among poor people 
which Is a threat to those who con- 
trol the legal system (I.e., Mayor 
Daley, who effectively appoints and 
fires judges, prosecutors, and 
police officers). 

Although the law Is theoretically . 
enforced equally against all citi- 
zens, the prosecutor and the 
police have in fact unbridled dis- 
cretion to choose who Is arrested 
and charged and what they are 
charged for ; a discretion exercised 
to find a way, among the govern- 
ment’s -arsenal of "criminal 
laws/’ for putting Fred Hampton 
in jail. 

V THE VERDICT 

Although a : -.People's trial In 
which the transcript of the govern- 
ment’s trial was used for evi- 
dence, found Fred Hampton in- 


nocent, the government’s trial 
found him guilty. 

VI THE SENTENCING 

Although the law requires that a 

judge base his sentence on the 
"moral character" ofthe.defen- 
dant. Judge Jones asked not about 
Fred Hampton’s activities on be- 
half of poor people, but only about 
whether he attended church, had a 
good paying job, and lived at home 
■ with his parents. 

Although the defendant’s poli- 
tical beliefs are not lawfully re- 
levant to how long a sentence he is 
given. Prosecutor McGee was per- 
mitted to inquire into Fred Hamp- 
ton' s political beliefs. 

Although the minimum sentence 
would normally be one year for a 
youthful first offender found guilty 
of an unarmed robery, Fred 
Hampton was sentenced to a mini- 
mum of two years and -a maximum 
of five years, 

VII BAIL PENDING APPEAL 

Although the law and constitu- 
tion clearly allow for a defendant 
to be admitted to bail pending a 
final determination by an appel- 
late court that his trial was legally 
held, Fred Hampton was denied 
bail. 

Although judges usually consldei 
when they are deciding whether h . 
grant bail, the defendant’s recor< 
■of convictions (Fred Hampton ha< 
onl;- a $25 fine on his record), th< 
def-. -dant’ s past record in ap- 
pea . ing for scheduled court date. 1 
(Fred Hampton never missed one 
and he has always turned himsel 
in, upon learning of outstanding 
warrants against him), the defen- 
dants -ties in the community(Fre( 
Hampton's life and work ii 
centered in the Chicago area) 
Judge Jones denied Fred Hamptoi 
bail without even inquiring inti 
these facts. 

Although Officer Nucclowhowa; 
convicted for the murder of Ronal< 
Nelson and although all of thos< 
convicted for the murder of Jerome 
Huey are all walking the streets 
free on ball pending the outcom- 
of the appeal in their cases, Fre 
Hampton, convicted of stealing ic 
cream for children, is lmprisone 
while his appeal is pending. 



